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©ur  ©wn  Missions. 

DIOCESE   OE    MONTREAL. 


MONTREAL,  JANUARY,  1904. 
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"  Ebc  Cit£  of  ©avio,  wbicb  is  Calleo  Betblebcm."  §* 


m 


M 

*|  Ob,  little  town  of  Bethlehem  !  |i 

*§  How  still  we  see  thee  lie  ;  & 

'  Above  thy  deep  and  dreamless  sleep  SSt 

The  silent  stars  go  by  ;  jf* 

C~  Yet  in  thy  dark  streets  shineth  S£ 

C*  The  everlasting  light  ;  g£ 

vg  The  hopes  and  fears  of  all  the  years  g, 

ig  Are  met  in  thee  to-night.  sgi 

C||  For  Christ  is  born  of  Mary  (|2 

£55  And  gathered  all  above,  j|2 

ig  While  mortals  sleep,  the  angels  keep  jg2 

£g  Their  watch  of  wondering  love.  i§£ 

£§  Oh,  morning  stars,  together —  •  §£ 

Iff  Proclaim  the  holy  birth  !  W£ 

*§  And  praise  s  sing  to  God  the  King  .      §£ 

?£  And  peace  to  men  cm  earth.  *§? 

|2j  How  silently,  how  silently,  ]§► 

*§  The  wondrous  gift  is  given  !  §? 

£§:  So  Ood  imparts  to  human  hearts  £* 

~  The  blessings  of  His  heaven.  £> 

C;2  No  ear  may  hear  His  coming,  H5 

C~  But  in  this  world  of  sin,  '  £p 

Where  meek  souls  will  receive    Him  still,  ~£ 

The  dear  Christ  enters  in.  s£ 


m 

T.  Oh,  holy  Child  of  Bethlehem  !  g 

*i?  Descend  to  us,  we  pray  ;  w 

i?i  Cast  out  our  sin,  and  enter  in,  Si 

$5*  Be  born  in  us  to-day.  Si 

|g  We  hear  the  Christinas  angels  §£ 

$H  The  great  glad  tidings  tell  ;  §| 

^  Oh,  come  to  us,  abide  wiili  us,  ^ 

^  Our  Lord  Emmanuel  !  *§& 

':'.                                                                                                                                                                                      TMiilirvo     T?  linn  Ira  »5» 
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-Philips  Brooks 


OUR  OWN  MISSIONS 


THE  ARCHBISHOP'S 

IRew  JJ)ears  /[Message 


TO   THE 


DIOCESE. 


Dearly  Beloved  in  the  Loid, — You  will  remember  our  Bk-ssed 
Lord's  words  of  strength  aud  cheer  :  "  i  am  with  you  always,"  and  as 
you  look  back  upon  the  year  1903,  you  will  remember  "  all  the  way  the 
Lord,  thy  God,  led  thee,''  and  you  will  say  "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul, 
Bless  the  Lord,"  and  you  will  consecrate  yourselves  anew  unto  the 
Lord.  Let  our  faith  be  strengthened  by  our  experience;  as  we  go  forth 
'to  meet  the  New  Year,  let  the  consciousness  of  the  infinite  love  which 
has  guided  us,  and  guarded  us,  and  shielded  us,  inspire  us  with  the  re- 
solve :  "I  will  trust  and  not  be  afraid."  Let  us  consider  the  events  of 
the  year  1903  in  which  the  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  sustained 
us — in  which  the  love  of  God  the  Father  gladdened  our  hearts  and  the 
fellowship  of  the  Holy  Ghost  quickened  our  spiritual  lives  ;  and,  as 
we  consider, — let  there  be  the  prayerful  resolve, — leaning  on  the  arm 
of  God,  "because  Thou  hast  been  my  help,  therefore  under  the  shadow 

of  Thy  wings  will  I  rejoice." 

W.  B.  MONTREAL. 
Montreal,  January,  1904. 
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THE  MOST  REVD.  WM.  B.  BOND    D.D.,  LLD. 
Lord  Archbishop  of  Montreal,  and 
Metropolitain  of  Canada. 
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THE  BISHOP  COADJUTOR'S 

IRew   gear's  (Greeting 


TO    THE 


DIOCESE. 


My  Dear  Brethren  of  the  Clergy  and  of  the  Laity, — Our  beloved 
Archbishop  has  addressed  you  a  few  words  of  encouragement  and  com- 
fort at  the  opening  of  the  New  Year,  and  I  desire  to  supplement  his 
words  with  the  old-fashioned  wish  for  you  and  yours,  "  A  happy  New 
Year  to  you."  I  ought,  as  indeed  I  do,  wish  it  from  my  heart,  for  as  I 
write  these  words  the  memory  of  your  kindnesses  to  me  in  my  visits  is 
vivid,  yourself,  as  you  read  these  words,  "  the  Lady  of  the  House,"  the 
children,  all  stand  out  before  my  mind,  and  as  I  look,  my  wish  for  your 
happiness  in  the  coming  year  rejects  the  garb  of  a  pretty  form  and 
assumes  that  of  heaitsome  reality.  May  God  be  with  you  in  your  homes, 
your  parishes,  and  daily  duties  ;  may  your  dark  days  be  few  and  your 
bright  ones  many,  is  the  brotherly  wish  of  your  Co-adjutor  Bishop. 

JAS.  CARMICHAEL. 

Montreal,  January,  19(U. 


OUR  OWN  MISSIONS 


THE  RIGHT  REVD.  JAMES  CARMICHAEL,  D.D.,   DC.L, 
Lord  Bishop  Coadjutor  of  Montreal. 
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©ur  ©wn  /Iftisstons. 

This  paper  is  published  quarterly  (tor  free  distribution)  by  order  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  under  sanction  of  the  Synod.  Communications 
may  be  addressed  to  Archdeacon  Ker,  Grace  Church,  Montreal. 


LOOKING  FORWARD. 

On  the  threshold  of  a  New  Year,  in  view  of 
the  year  that  has  fled,  in  view  of  all  the  past, 
churchmen  everywhere,  and  especially  churchmen 
in  this  diocese,  may  well  thank  God  and  take 
courage.  Throughout  all  her  wide  bounds — 
north,  south,  east  and  west — the  Church  of  Eng- 
land is  at  this  present  moment  more  powerful, 
more  united,  more  abundant  in  good  works  than 
at  any  previous  period  in  her  whole  eventful  his- 
tory. Everywhere  the  fires  of  party  strife 
which,  in  days  gone  by,  wasted  her  energies  and 
retarded  her  progress  are  almost  extinct,  and  a 
great  peace  is  settling  down  upon  her  in  ever- 
increasing  benediction.  True  it  is  that  in 
isolated  places  amongst  persons  of  a  limited  hori- 
zon spasmodic  echoes  of  the  old  watch-words  may 
still  be  heard ;  but  they  are  not  regarded,  nor 
do  they  in  the  least  disturb  the  stately  music  of 
the  church's  onward  march. 

Nowhere  throughout  her  world-wide  com- 
munion is  the  work  of  the  church  more  prosper- 
ous or  more  encouraging  than  in  the  diocese  of 
Montreal.  With  an  ever-deepening  loyalty  to 
"  Christ  and  the  Church  "  there  have  come  to  us 
a  widening  of  sympathy  and  a  broadening  of 
charity  that  have  not  only  killed  internecine 
wranglings,  but  have  enlarged  the  boundaries 
within  which  clergy  and  congregations  may  work 
for  the  church  in  their  own  way  without  opposi- 
tion and  even  without  criticism. 

That  such  is  the  present  condition  of  things 
amongst  us  we  believe  to  be  largely  owing,  by 
God's  blessing,  to  the  prayers,  the  influence,  and 
the  high  example  of  the  head  of  the  diocese 
through  an  episcopate  that  has  made  its  gentle 
power  felt  in  every  parish  and  mission  for  more 
than  five  and  twenty  years.  In  the  presence  of  a 
man  like  our  Archbishop  strife  dies  for  want  of 
congenial  atmosphere,  and  bitterness  of  any  kind, 
especially  theological  bitterness,  has  neither  room 
nor  countenance.  Perfectly  clear  cut  in  his 
personal  appreciation  of  the  church  and  her  mes- 
sage, the  Archbishop  has  shown  his  flock  how 
possible  it  is  to  hold  the  truth  in  love. 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  not  wonder- 
ful that  the  church  in  this  diocese  should  make 
headway.  Alike  in  city  and  country  signs  of 
progress  abound  ;  new  churches  are  being  opened, 
districts  are  being  set  off  into  new  missions,  the 
theological  college  is  full  to  the  doors,  Sunday 
schools  are  receiving  increased  attention,  in  the 
remotest  mission  as  in  the  crowded  city  church 
the  Sunday  services  are  celebrated  with  rever- 
ence and  devotion,  while  the  freewill  offerings 
of  the  people  for  all  kinds  of  missionary  work 


are  vastly  in  excess  of  any  year  in  the  history  of 
the  diocese. 

Thus  the  New  Year  comes  to  us  full  of  hope 
and  with  multiplied  causes  of  thankfulness  to 
Him  from  whom  all  good  things  do  come.  Pre- 
sent advantages  given  no  warrant  for  slackness 
in  any  department  of  church  work,  but  ought 
rather  to  be  incentives  to  more  strenuous  and  bet- 
ter service.  As  in  days  of  old  so  now,  "  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  suffereth  violence  and  the 
violent  take  it  by  force."  Who  shall  set  bounds 
to  the  expansion  of  the  church  in  this  diocese 
when  clergy  and  people,  following  the  example 
of  those  whom  God  the  Holy  Ghost  has  placed 
over  them,  strive  with  intensity  of  purpose  and 
constancy  in  prayer  to  extend  the  rule  of  Christ 
in  the  hearts  of  men,  and  to  make  straight  the 
highway  for  His  returning  footsteps? 

"  Forward,  Church  of  Jesus, 
Salt  of  all  the  earth, 
Till  each  yearning  purpose 
Springs  to  glorious  birth  ; 
Sick,  they  ask  for  healing, 
Blind,  they  grope  for  day, 
Pour  upon  the  people 
Wisdom's  loving  ray. 

Glories  upon  glories 
Hath  our  God  prepared, 
By  the  Souls  that  love  Him 
One  day  to  be  shared, 
Eve  hath  not  beheld  them, 
Ear  hath  never  heard ; 
Nor  of  these 'hath  uttered 
Thought  or  speech  a  word. 

Forward — marching-  eastward, 
Where  the  heaven   is  bright, 
Till  the  veil  be  lifted, 
Till  our  faith  be  sight." 


THIS    YEAR. 

i.  More  watchfulness. 

2.  More  prayerfulness. 

3.  More  regular  attendance  at  public  worship, 

4.  More  generous  saving  to  the  cause  of  God 
than  in  any  year  past. 

5..   More  interest   in   the   work  of  church   ex- 
tension at  home  and  abroad. 

6.   More  severe  in  judging  ourselves,  and  less 
severe  than  we  have  been  in  judging  oth. 

.     7.  More  thorough  consecration  to  the  service 
of  Him  who  loved  us  and  gave  Himself  for  us. 
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SIX  NEW  SELF-SUPPORTING  PARISHES 
IN  1904. 

The  recent  canvass  for  the  Mission  Fund 
debt  has  made  plain  to  many  the  truth  of  the 
statement  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  missions, 
for  a  long  time  receiving  aid  from  the  Mission 
Fund,  are  perfectly  able  to  do  without  the  grant, 
and  support  themselves.  While  there  are  un- 
doubtedly some  of  the  parishes  in  which  the 
people  are  still  too  few,  too  poor  and  too  scat- 
tered to  maintain  their  own  clergy,  yet  the  num- 
ber of  such  is  relatively  very  small.  In  these 
parishes  it  will  be  the  duty  and  the  delight  of  the 
whole  diocese  to  lend  a  helping  hand  so  long  as 
help  may  be  needed.  "  So  long  as  help  may  be 
needed  " — but  no  longer.  To  continue  grants 
to  places  able  to  do  without  them  is  to  misapply 
the  money  of  the  contributors,  and  to  retard  the 
growth  of  the  church  in  such  places.  Not  only 
in  this  diocese,  but  all  over  Eastern  Canada,  it 
would  be  easy  to  point  to  parishes  that  have  been 
spiritually  dwarfed  and  impoverished  by  grants 
from  without,  continued  year  after  year,  in  some 
instances  continued  for  more  than  a  generation, 
after  the  necessity  for  any  outside  help  had 
passed  away. 

Let  any  one  who  understands  figures  look 
at  the  returns  in  the  Synod  Report  of  this  diocese 
for  last  year,  and  be  astonished  at  wliat  he  reads 
there.  He  will  find  parishes  with  no  special 
circumstances  in  their  favour  paying  their  own 
way,  and  not  only  so,  but  every  year  contribut- 
ing largely  to  help  other  parishes  in  which  the 
people  are  even  more  numerous  and  quite  as  well 
to  do.  These  truths  are  taking  hold  of  the 
minds  of  our  people  not  only  in  the  city  but  in 
the  self-sustaining  parishes  in  the  country,  and 
a  demand  for  a  reform  of  our  method  is  rising 
upon  all  sides. 

We  state  the  case  thus  plainly  that  there  may 
be  no  misapprehension  as  to  how  matters  stand. 
In  view  of  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  is  it  too 
much  to  expect  that,  during  the  next  five  years 
at  least,  thirty  of  our  missions  shall  resolve  to 
surrender  their  grants  and  become  self-sustain- 
ing rectories?  Certainly  it  can  be  done  if  the 
people  only  make  up  their  minds  to  do  it.  We 
could  name  here  fifteen  missions  in  which,  if 
each  family  contributed  an  average  of  only  25 
cents  per  week,  the  whole  fifteen  missions  would 
be  self-supporting,  and  $5,000  a  year,  now  paid 
in  grants,  would  be  available  for  the  increase  of 
stipends  and  for  church  extension  in  the  newer 
parts  of  the  diocese. 

If  during  1904  six  missions  become  rectories, 
it  will  be  a  noble  example  to  all  the  others ;  and 
if  we  can  secure  an  average  of  six  every  rear 
for  the  next  five  years,  the  problem  of  the  Mis- 
sion Fund  will  be  solved  for  good.  Be  it  re- 
membered that  this  is  not  the  clergyman's  matter 
as  much  as  the  layman's.       Bishop  and  clergy 


are  not  the  church,  nor  does  the  church  exist  for 
them  alone  ;  they  are,  in  holy  things,  the  servants 
of  the  people,  and  to  the  people  belong  the  pri- 
vilege and  the  honour  of  maintaining  them  as 
"  the  ministers  and  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of 
God  "  ought  to  be  maintained. 

But  though  this  is  primarily  a  matter  for  the 
laity,  the  influence  of  the  individual  missionary 
can  greatly  help  or  greatly  hinder  the 
result  so  much  desired.  It  is  in  such  affairs  that 
true  leadership  always  tells  ;  the  man  of  sweet 
reasonableness  and  tactful  *perspasiveness  can 
oftentimes  work  wonders  even  in  the  face  of 
circumstances  the  most  unpropitious.  At  the 
present  time  there  is  ample  scope  for  the  exercise 
of  those  qualities  in  the  mission  parishes  of  the 
diocese  of  Montreal. 


THE  MISSION  FUND  DEBT. 

In  the  last  issue  of  this  paper  we  promised  to 
give  in  the  present  number  an  account  of  the 
effort  recently  made  throughout  the  diocese  to 
pay  off  this  debt.  Much  hard  work  has  been 
done  by  the  committee  appointed  to  collect  the 
money,  and  something  more  yet  remains  to  be 
done  in  order  to  give  the  Mission  Fund  a  balance 
on  the  right  side.  In  the  rural  deaneries  of 
Clarendon  and  Brome  the  collections  are  not  yet 
completed,  and  there  are  still  some  gleanings  to 
be  effected  in  the  city  of  Montreal.  The  follow- 
ing figures  will  give  a  tolerably  accurate  account 
of  what  has  been  done  up  to  the  31st  December: 

Montreal — 

Collected  by  Dean  Evans  and 

Archdeacon  Ker $5,000.00 

Note. — Of  this  amount  $3,000  has  been  sub- 
scribed to  be  paid  in  1904. 

Montreal  Rural  Parishes — 

Collected  by  Rural  Dean  Dart. 

Berthier $  15.00 

Mascouche 20.00 

Rawdon 25.00 

Sorel 27-5° 

St.  Lambert 20.00 

Total $    107.50 

Deanery  of  Clarendon — 

Collected  by  Rural  Dean  Bell. 

Alleyne $  37.50 

Wakefield    (on  account) .  .    . ."  12.00 

Shawville   (on  account,)    ..    ..  m.25 

Thorne 40.88 

Ayhvin   (on  account) ^4.00 

Total  (on  account)    .  .    . 
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Deanery  of  St.  Andrezvs — 

Collected  by  Archdeacon  Ker. 

St.  Andrews $  45.00 

Grenville 47-35 

Lachute 43-5° 

Papineauville 3!-00 

St.  Agathe 57.00 

Mille  Isle .   .  .  39.00 

Lakefield 26.25 

Buckingham 34-QO 

Arundel 67.00 

Hudson  and  Como 1 1 1 .00 

Paltimore 15.00 


Total $    516.10 

Deanery  of  Brome — 

Collected  by  Rural  Dean  Carmichael. 

Adamsville  and  East  Farnham.  .$36.75 

Brome 46-75 

Bondville 11.60 

Sutton  and  Abercorn 104.75 

Knowlton 78.50 

Eastman 22-75 

Mansonville 43-00 

South  and  East  Bolton    ..    ..  H-75 


Total  (on  account)    .  .    .  .$    355.85 

Deanery  of  Iberville — 

Collected  by  Rural  Dean  Robinson. 

Hemmingford $  128.00 

Edwardstown i27-50 

Clarenceville  and  Noyan  ....  198.25 

Lacolle  and  Napierville   .  .    .  .  104.00 

St.  Johns,  P.Q 151.00 

Iberville. 16.00 

Ormstown     100.00 

Chambly 42-95 

Sabrevois 1 1 .00 

Valleyfield 64.95 

Beauharnois. !0.75 

Huntingdon  and  Hinchbrooke.  204.00 

v — 

Total $1,158.40 

Deanery  of  Bedford — 

Collected  by  Rural  Dean  Harris. 

Stanbridge  East $  70.00 

Philipsburg 84.00 

Frelighsburg 55-4° 

Abbottsford .  .  36.25 

Dunham 55-°° 

Bedford 113.00 


Cowansville 108.00 

Farnham 116.00 

St.  Hyacinthe 10.00 

Total $  647.65 

Deanery  of  Shefford — 

Collected  by  Rural  Dean  Jeakins. 

Boscobel  and  North  Ely.  .    .  .$  46-95 

Granby 215.35 

Milton 16.50 

Mount    Shefford,  South    Rox- 

ton,  Warden 78-5° 

South  Stukely 40.00 

Waterloo  and  Frost  Village..  128.20 

West  Shefford  and  Fulford  .  .  75 -oo 


Total $    600.50 

Recapitulation. 

Subscribed  in  Country  Parishes.  .$3,621.63 
Subscribed  in  City  of  Montreal..  5,000.00 
Gift  of  late  Mr.  John  Crawford.  ..  2,000.00 

Total $10,621.03 


In  addition  to  this  amount  the  city  and  coun- 
try will  probably  yield  another  $1,000.00  though 
this  cannot  be  stated  with  absolute  certainty. 
This,  however,  is  certain,  that  we  shall  hear  no 
more  of  the  Mission  Fund  Debt  of  twelve  or  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars. 

That  this  result  has  been  obtained  is  owing 
to  the  labour  of  the  rural  deans  who,  at  consider- 
able sacrifice  of  time  and  comfort,  undertook  the 
work  of  collecting  in  their  several  districts  ;  and 
to  the  untiring  efforts  of  Dean  Evans,  who  did 
altogether  the  principal  part  in  canvassing  the 
city  and  who,  as  chairman  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee, gave  shape  to  the  whole  effort,  to  get  rid 
of  the  debt. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  clergy  who  have 
assisted  the  Mission  Fund  by  circulating  this 
paper  in  their  parishes.  The  present  number 
completes  the  first  year  of  issue.  Whether  the 
Executive  Committee  shall  see  fit  to  continue  it 
or  not  cannot  at  this  moment  be  stated.  Should 
the  paper  be  continued,  the  present  writer  now 
"  laying  down  his  editorial  pen,"  bespeaks  for 
his  successor  the  hearty  sympathy  and  support 
both  of  clergy  and  people. 


